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At last, sinkhole repair
to start this summer

By Sophie Braccini
Fixing the Moraga sinkhole
is in sight as the town finally
received the federal government’s
approval to bid on the repair of the
hole that formed over a year ago.

Work will start this summer
and will close the lower portion
of Rheem Boulevard for several
months. The town will eventu-
ally be reimbursed for the millions
needed, but it is not clear yet when
this will happen.

When the town received the
Federal Emergency Management
Agency’s agreement to fund the
sinkhole repair last year, it came
with strings attached: Moraga had
to follow a long administrative pro-
cess to get its bidding documents
approved before being able to ad-
vertise it.

“We were ready for a long
time,” said Public Works Director
Edric Kwan. He adds that Moraga’s
project was not considered by the
federal administration an “emer-
gency opening,” like the Orinda
sinkhole is. Moraga had to follow
a different procedure, called “per-
manent restoration” that included
environmental  approvals  and
working with the other agencies
involved with the sinkhole, such as
PG&E.

But the approval finally came
and Kwan immediately advertised
the project as required. He expects
to bring the bids to the council on
June 14 for awarding the repair
contract. Then the work will start.

Because approval came later
than expected and because Kwan
wants to minimize impacts on resi-

dents, he has increased the work
hours and added Saturday shifts.
The deadline is Oct. 15 for work
completion, but he hopes it will be
finished earlier.

For Moragans, the big im-
pact will be the closure of Rheem
Boulevard at its intersection with
Moraga Road. Kwan said the town
does not recommend using the
shopping center as a detour, but to
instead use alternate public roads.
To make the shopping center an of-
ficial detour would have required
the town to negotiate access rights
with the property owner, he said,
which could have added a consid-
erable amount of time. “We want to
get the project started,” Kwan said.
The town will post signage to sig-
nal that Rheem is closed.

The federal government will
reimburse Moraga, but the town —
with only a small reserve and also
a closed bridge to repair — had to
find the money to upfront the con-
struction costs that are estimated at
$2.7 million. Earlier this year the
town appropriated money from its
reserves and from the Palos Colo-
rados developer fee account to fund
the project.

Administrative Services Direc-
tor Amy Cunningham says that the
date the federal government will
approve reimbursing the town is
October of 2018, but adds that this
does not mean that the town will
see that money just yet. Moraga
might have to wait until 2019.

“It is tough for a little town like
us to be struck by two emergen-
cies,” adds Kwan.

Update on the Canyon bridge

Public Works Director Edric Kwan says that the Canyon bridge
situation is different from the sinkhole since it is characterized as an
emergency closing. He and his team have made the applications to get
emergency funding to install a temporary one-lane bridge. At the time
of this article there was no news about Moraga’s eligibility. The town
continues to monitor the hillside that moved and design a solution that
will stabilize the site enough to protect the temporary solution.

EBRPD rangers issuing
tickets on trail near slide

By John T. Miller

he East Bay Regional Parks

District is serious about en-
forcing the closed trail from the
Valle Vista staging area to 1700
School Street, warned Moraga
Town Manager Robert Priebe in his
report to the Moraga City Council
at its recent meeting.

The portion of the Lafayette
Moraga Trail was closed as of Jan.
21,2016 due to a mudslide.

“The closure is causing people
to trespass on private property on
Augusta Drive and to cross EB-
MUD property,” said Priebe. “The
park rangers are issuing citations.”

Other action at the May 24
meeting at the Council Chambers
and Community Meeting Room in-
cluded:

Sinkhole Repair. Priebe an-
nounced that the town has received
authorization to go to bid for ap-
propriation of funds on June 14
(See story above). “We will get it
done this summer,” Priebe told the
council.

Green Infrastructure. The
council heard a report from Public
Works Director Edric Kwan and
clean water consultant Frank Ken-
nedy regarding approving a frame-
work for managing waste water.

Council Members Kymber-
leigh Korpus and Dave Trotter ex-
pressed concern regarding funding
of the proposals. Kennedy replied
that part of the task would be to
seek grants and get help from the
Bay Area Storm Water Manage-
ment and the Contra Costa Clean
Water program.

Trotter was proud to point out
that the town had already met the
7 percent trash reduction require-
ment.

General Plan Implementa-
tion. The meeting concluded with
a report from planning department
staff members Ellen Clark and Bri-
an Horn reviewing Moraga’s prog-
ress in implementing the General
Plan.
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1391 Rimer Drive, Moraga
Adorable rancher on a popular

cul-de-sac. Close to K-8 schools.
2171 sqft, 4 Br, 3 Ba, on .25 Ac lot.

$1,295,000 www.1391RimerDr.com

Fantastic home on a park-like lot
w/pool. lawn, sport court & views.

4652 sqft, 5Br, 3.5Ba, bonus room, 2 offices.
$2,375,000 www.94SandersRanchRd.com

Classic!
Open Sun 1-4

Unique!
Open Sun 1-4

15 Merrill Drive, Moraga

Beautiful Colonial home with
striking curb appeal. 4525 sqft,

3 Julianna Court, Moraga

Fabulous private estate with over
4800 sqft, 5 Br, 5 Ba inc. guest
house with wine cellar. Pool, spa and views.

$2,395,000 www.3JuliannaCt.com
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5Br, 4.5Ba. Gorgeous kitchen. In-Law suite.
$2,395,000

www.15MerrillDr.com
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Let’s Talk About Home Care.

Let’s talk about how high quality, personalized in-home care
can help you or a loved one.

Home care can keep older adults in their homes. 9 out of 10 of seniors
prefer to age in their own homes. Hiring a caregiver provides the extra support
an older adult may need to stay where they most prefer: at home.

Home care helps seniors stay independent longer. A caregiver provides
support with activities of daily living, while encouraging mental and physical
stimulation and overall wellness. They also promote safety in the home by
preventing falls or other accidents.

Home care is personalized to each family. Our care plans at Home Care
Assistance are tailored specifically to each client’s unique needs and preferences.
Caregivers are expertly matched and managed by our client care team.
Caregivers are available for a few hours every day or around-the-clock.

Home care supports advanced care needs. Our caregivers are experienced and
trained to support older adults who are transitioning home from the hospital,
recovering from a stroke or a major medical procedure, or managing chronic
conditions such as Alzheimer's, Parkinson’s or diabetes.

Contact a Client Care Manager today to schedule your free
in-home consultation!

925-233-6166

HomeCareAssistance.com/Alamo

Howme Care

190-G Alamo Plaza
Alamo, CA 94507
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